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to draw it closer by converting the clergy into the paid
officials of Jhe State, elected like other officials by the
people. Just as the king, when the royal domains had
been seized, and he had become the " salaried delegate
of the people," was expected to conform to the will
of those from whom he received his wages, so also
the clergy were expected to be submissive to their pay-
masters. Like Pombal and Joseph II. and other reform-
ing rulers, the Constituent wished, by asserting the
authority of the State over the Church, to cast down
the last barriers which limited the omnipotence of the
sovereign. They did not wish, by proclaiming the in-
dependence and equality of all sects, the impartiality
of the State in matters of religion, to leave the one
strong corporate body of the old Monarchy standing to
mar the uniformity of the surface on which they meant
to erect their ideal edifice.

Mirabeau, although he had brought forward in the
Assembly a resolution "that the estates of the Church
were at the disposal of the nation," had taken no part in
framing the new constitution of the Church (May 1790).
He complained confidentially to a Mend, " We busy
ourselves too much about the clergy, we ought to pay
them and let them be"; and on another occasion,
"What are you afraid of? There are no rich benefices
left. There is a general feeling of indifference. Allow
things to take their own course, and in thirty years there
will be no more priests." It is clear therefore that he
would have acted more wisely than his colleagues; but
it is also clear that he at first shared their delusion as to
the indifference of the people to religion. Nor did he
realise the sincerity of the king's orthodoxy. Ha.d